
 

 
For several years leaders in the Stillwater District of The United 

Methodist Church have been planning a new path for laity, clergy, and 
high school youth to acknowledge their call to ministry and to pursue 
informal, relational opportunities for growing deeper in their faith 
journey and increasing their ministry skills.  This academy is not to 
replace the varied and wonderful opportunities now offered at our 
universities and seminaries but rather it is to be a “close to home” 
learning event designed to develop new friendships and gain insights and 
skills as well as new understanding for serving Christ in this fast paced, 
changing world. 

Usually there will be no charge for the seminars offered and if 
there is, scholarships will be available.  The umbrella of this academy 
will include our 2011 training for Lay Speaking certification, both basic 
and advanced, and our training for certification as a Lay Minister.  Many 
other offerings are being developed. 

To launch this new venture we are announcing that Dr. Elaine 
Robinson, Dean of St. Paul’s School of Theology at OCU, will be our 
speaker.  She is known for her understanding of United Methodist 
Theology and History and her winsome, engaging personality.  Together 
her gifts bring audiences a stimulating learning experience.  Ask yourself 
these questions: 

What does it mean to be a United Methodist?   
Why has the Methodist/Wesleyan movement been so successful around the 

world over the past 300 years?   
We will explore some basics about the history and beliefs that have 
shaped our identity.  Most of all, we’ll focus on how United Methodists 
understand and live the faith journey as followers of Jesus Christ.  

 Opening  9:30 a.m. 
 Presentation 10:00 – 11:30 a.m 
 Lunch  On Your Own 
 Presentation 12:45 – 2:15 p.m. 
 Closing   2:15 – 2:30 p.m. 

 

 

To find out more, call Dr. 
Bertha M. Potts, District 

Superintendent.  To register 
call or e-mail  

The Stillwater District Office 
Phone:  405-372-0624 

E-mail:  stwdsumc@sbcglobal.net 
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